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Views from the Spectrum: 
A Window into Life and Faith with 

Your Neurodivergent Child 

Click below to view Ron’s latest book

https://www.amazon.com/Views-Spectrum-Window-Faith-Neurodivergent/dp/0825446678/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Ron+Sandison&qid=1621468349&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Views-Spectrum-Window-Faith-Neurodivergent/dp/0825446678/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Ron+Sandison&qid=1621468349&sr=8-1
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In the five months since COVID-19 vaccines have become available, more than 4 million 

Michigan residents have been vaccinated — accounting for more than half of Michiganders 16 

years of age and older and as of May 13, 2021, all Michigan residents 12 years of age and older 

are eligible to receive COVID-19 vaccines.

Getting vaccinated means faster return to social activities and peace of mind knowing you and 

your loved ones are protected. While it’s understandable that you may have questions about 

vaccine safety and want to be cautious, it’s important that all eligible individuals be vaccinated 

against COVID-19.  Vaccination is key to raising the level of immunity in the population and 

limiting the spread of COVID-19.

Successful vaccination can be challenging for people with autism and other developmental 

disabilities, but agencies across the state have begun offering vaccine clinics that are able to 

provide additional support, if needed.  For more information on these clinics, contact an 

AAoM Navigator by calling 877-463-2266 or emailing navigator@aaomi.org.

Additional information on COVID-19 vaccination can be found at: MDHHS COVID-19 Vaccine 

Information

COVID-19 Vaccination Social Story: 

https://rwjms.rutgers.edu/boggscenter/publications/documents/GettingACOVID19VaccineSo

cialStoryIDD-F.pdf

COVID-19 Vaccine Updates 

Adapted from MDHHS-Spread Hope Not Covid FAQ 

https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214---,00.html
https://rwjms.rutgers.edu/boggscenter/publications/documents/GettingACOVID19VaccineSocialStoryIDD-F.pdf
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Gwen, Rylan’s mother, said that Rylan was adopted at 3 weeks old.  He was a typical 

baby, but once he started school the challenges started. Rylan was diagnosed with 

ASD and Tourette’s.  In Kindergarten, he went to a private Christian school in 

Colorado and management was challenging for the school, mom and Rylan. Shortly 

afterward, mom changed careers going from a full time Marketing/Public Relations 

professional to Rylan’s full-time Independent Living Project Manager. 

After lots of challenges she decided to take Rylan out for a semester in 4th grade.  

During this time they met Mrs. Lennon who told Rylan he could do an Art Show in 

her studio.  The original idea was to create a Pokemon exhibit, but Gwen said 

“absolutely not”. When I asked, Rylan stated the Pokemon, Snorlax, best describes 

him and Gwen felt his Pokemon obsession would leave time for little else. 

Art, Autism and Motherhood.
Contributed by Autism Alliance of Michigan’s Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee

cont.
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So, instead she and Rylan decided to draw pictures about what it was like for him 

each day.  About 2 years later this art exhibit turned into a book called “If I Squeeze 

Your Head: I’m Sorry”.  The book was transcribed by Gwen and illustrated by Rylan 

who confesses that he can’t draw hands. One of their favorite chapters is “The 

Sponge of Squeezing” in this chapter Rylan says “I love to squeeze things that are 

alive.”  

Gwen said, “when I started letting him dictate the course of his life things became 

easier.” She also confessed that they do not attend as many therapies as they once 

did. To make sure they both stay in tune with building community (of at least 3) and 

plotting their own course, Gwen is opening a bookstore--and believe it or not, after 

a lot of hard work and dedication,  the store is opening on Mother's Day weekend.  

While being a mother is challenging, creatively different, and awe inspiring, it is in 

these moments that we begin to look at the many blessings of parenting and realize 

that our children define the people we are.  The bookstore will be a place for 

families to come and feel the community embrace them for who they are. 

Thank you Gwen and Rylan for allowing the Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 

Committee (DEIC) share your story. 

If you would like to purchase “If I Squeeze Your Head: I’m Sorry” you can order it 

directly from the bookstore at: https://bookshop.org/shop/marvelousmebooks

To talk with Rylan and Gwen and to hear more about the book AAOM will be 

hosting a book club night in June. Date TBD

The bookstore is located at 1035 Wealthy St Grand Rapids MI.

https://bookshop.org/books/if-i-squeeze-your-head-i-m-sorry-soft-cover/9781734075120
https://bookshop.org/books/if-i-squeeze-your-head-i-m-sorry-soft-cover/9781734075120
https://bookshop.org/shop/marvelousmebooks
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Date Event

June 18 The Great Lakes Special Needs Planning Symposium

June 19 Watch Me Grow

June 20 IEP: A Closer Look with Clare Brick

June 21 - July 2 OUCARES Pee Wee Camp (Ages 3-6 years), Rochester

June 21- June 25 Team GUTS Fun & Fitness Camp

June 21 - July 2 O.U.R Virtual Summer Camp!

June 22 Financial Literacy Series

June 23 CMHLS – Autism Spectrum Disorder Learning Series

June 23 Watch Me Grow

June 23 Summer Fun Kayaking & Paddle Boarding

June 28 - July 2 Team GUTS Fun & Fitness Camp

June 29 12 Person Small Group Peer Support with Tracey

July 5 - August 19 Hired in Michigan- Youth Social Media Business Marketing Program-

Summer Career Camp

July 5 - July 9 Total Spectrum Summer Skills Program

July 6 - July 8 Summer Camp at Frederik Meijer Gardens

July 6 - July 17 OUCARES Pee Wee Camp (Ages 3-6 years)

July 6 - August 19 The Speech Language Learning Center Summer Say & Play 2021

July 6 - July 15 Free Virtual Caregiver Bootcamp | Morning Series

July 7 “Virtual” Music Therapy Event – Together Let’s Sing, Dance and Jam!!

July 9 Watch Me Grow

July 12 - July 16 Team GUTS Fun & Fitness Camp

July 12 - July 16 Summer Fun Day Camp

July 13 CMHLS – Autism Spectrum Disorder Learning Series

July 13 Watch Me Grow

July 14 Virtual Sensory-Friendly “Makers” Program

July 15 Watch Me Grow

July 15 Zoom Summer Dance Party!

July 15 Clinton Township Inclusive Playground Drive-In Movie Fundraiser

https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/the-great-lakes-special-needs-planning-symposium/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/watch-me-grow-11/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/iep-a-closer-look-with-clare-brick/2021-06-20/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/oucares-pee-wee-camp-ages-3-6-years/2021-06-21/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/team-guts-fun-fitness-camp/2021-06-21/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/o-u-r-virtual-summer-camp/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/financial-literacy-series/2021-06-22/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/cmhls-autism-spectrum-disorder-learning-series/2021-06-23/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/watch-me-grow-2/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/summer-fun-kayaking-paddle-boarding/2021-06-23/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/team-guts-fun-fitness-camp/2021-06-28/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/12-person-small-group-peer-support-with-tracey-2/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/hired-in-michigan-youth-social-media-business-marketing-program-summer-career-camp/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/total-spectrum-summer-skills-program/2021-07-05/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/summer-camp-at-frederik-meijer-gardens/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/oucares-pee-wee-camp-ages-3-6-years/2021-07-06/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/the-speech-language-learning-center-summer-say-play-2021-4/2021-07-06/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/free-virtual-caregiver-bootcamp-morning-series/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/virtual-music-therapy-event-together-lets-sing-dance-and-jam/2021-07-07/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/watch-me-grow-9/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/team-guts-fun-fitness-camp/2021-07-12/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/summer-fun-day-camp/2021-07-12/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/cmhls-autism-spectrum-disorder-learning-series/2021-07-13/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/watch-me-grow-12/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/virtual-sensory-friendly-makers-program/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/watch-me-grow-13/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/zoom-summer-dance-party/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/clinton-township-inclusive-playground-drive-in-movie-fundraiser/
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To join – complete the MiPAAC membership form!

https://mipaac.org/

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScKcjMKatuGYaGKZmg8rKpVIbNHsuOL-MDTpOkBsDoHWt9d1A/viewform
https://mipaac.org/

