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MIABLE Puts Detroiter with Autism on Road to His Own Car, Independence
Contributed by MIABLE (Michigan Department of Treasury)

Edward Lofton has big dreams — and they all include buying a Ford.

“I have things now that I'm looking forward to and that | can actually do now ... like
purchasing my own car and condo,” said 28-year-old Lofton, a Detroit resident who
works part time at Ford Motor Co.

Like other individuals with disabilities, Lofton once was allowed only $2,000 to his
name. If he saved more, he could have critical government benefits such as
Medicaid and Supplemental Security Income taken away.

But MIABLE changed all that. Now, anyone with a qualifying disability that began
before the age of 26 and their families can contribute up to $15,000 a year in a
MIABLE account. If employed, the annual limit is $27,880.

The good news: The account can grow to $100,000 without jeopardizing access to
government assistance.
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https://www.miable.org/?utm_source=GudAutismAllianceofMichigan&utm_medium=ContentMarketing&utm_campaign=LoftonFamily

“MIABLE gives roughly 300,000 people with disabilities in Michigan something
they’ve never, ever had before: freedom to save for the future,” said R. Scott de
Varona, MIABLE Program Director.

Saving for today — and tomorrow

Lofton was diagnosed as a toddler with Asperger’s syndrome, which can cause
significant social, communication and behavioral challenges. Lofton’s other medical
issues include severe depression, seizure disorder and digestive issues.

From the beginning, his mother, Joanna, was his biggest advocate.

“Sometimes the sauce of life is running over the plate, but we're truly blessed
compared to a lot of families,” said Joanna, whose husband, Charles, died when her
son was /. She works hard to ensure Lofton has the tools and resources he needs to
live his fullest life.

Financial independence for her son prompted her to open a MiABLE savings
account when the state-administered program was launched in 2016.

“With a MIABLE account, you can have a life that's fuller, more fruitful and full of
opportunities. They can have the life they desire to live,” Joanna said. MiABLE
account holders can choose from various investment options, ranging from
conservative to aggressive, in which their savings can grow tax-free. In addition, they
can receive a Michigan tax deduction on their contributions, and withdrawals are
also not taxed if used for qualified expenses.

Qualified MIABLE expenses include education, housing, transportation,
employment training and support, assistive technology and personal support
services, financial management and quality-of-life improvements.

Since MIABLE launched, more than 5,400 accounts have been opened by or on
behalf of beneficiaries with disabilities, with a combined total of $25 million in
savings.
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Working for a living

Lofton attended Oakland Community College several years ago and hoped to
become a civil engineer. Four years ago, he started working at Ford’s Advanced
Engineering Center in Dearborn. The automaker was the first employer to team with
the Autism Alliance of Michigan (AAoM) in 2016 to give job-ready candidates a
chance to try a job and be recruited. Five years later, 20 people are working there —
including Lofton.

“There are so many talented people with autism looking for an opportunity to work,
to make friends and to live their lives to the fullest,” said Colleen Allen, CEO of the
Autism Alliance of Michigan.

Allen said MIABLE plays a key role in gaining financial independence for all eligible
Michiganders.

Peace of mind
Before MIABLE, many individuals with disabilities and their families were forced into
poverty or hid their assets to avoid losing Medicaid and other benefits.

Joanna Lofton, who now works as an AAoM adult and community resource
specialist, said she hopes other parents see there’s an opportunity for their children
to have a life without fear of poverty.

“Individuals with disabilities have dreams just like their neurotypical peers. With
MIABLE, those dreams can become reality,” she said.

Lofton uses his savings to buy groceries, take his mom to dinner, travel —and save
for a Ford SUV that he plans to buy as soon as he gets his driver’s license.

“I have peace of mind knowing Edward can have a good life. MiABLE lets you
dream beyond the box the system puts you into....That makes a huge difference,”
his mother said.To learn more about MIABLE, visit miable.org.
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Thie Mother's Pay, t At taking the opportu.wi,tg to reminisce about
Mother’s PAys past.

| remember the breakfasts iw bed that mis'ubuwgs and | would make
for m mother- burnt buttered toast, roc
coffee, and aLwaqf plotures of our versiow of her or flowers. She ate

it wit L L

risses to go round.MY children did the sanme for me whew €
Little and wo veaction was the came: smiles, prai,se, “ Love 501&” and

{4

kisses.... AW thinking, “Wow, how ant | going to eat this?’

My point for this reflection is that every child deserves a wother’s Love
andl praise, no matter how breakfast turns out. Mothers are the condult
for how children give and veceive Love and praise in their Lives. That is
what makes wothers special.

< take the breakfast and the happiness that Your child gives Yyow and
really enjoy that gift today. Happlest of Mother's Days to You-

Gy, upbound at work, Professional coach
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Happy Mother’s pa Yy 20211
AS We TRY to leave behing the struggles and the strescec of our “Year

huge sigh of reliefl You see, whew MY son was “kicked out of schopl”
(as t so sarcastically call it) in Mmayoh 2020, all of a sudden and

to comprehend, as 'm suye mipst of the mothers out theye dealing with
spectal weeds children woul agree - it was a very diffieult concept to
explain. (Most of the time, tdidn't even understand what the hecleo
was goiing on out there myselfl)

As Llook back wow, | cam chucekle, roll my eyes, praise my son’s
amazing teachers, PAt my son on the back amngl SaY, “We survived!”

Julie, Autism Alliance of Michigan Board Membey
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

May 10
May 11-12
May 12
May 12

May 13
May 13

May 13
May 15

May 18
May 19
May 20
May 22
May 24
May 25
May 26
May 26
May 27

Building Parent Leadership Skills In Early Childhood
Michigan Family Summit
Watch Me Grow

Grand Rounds — Matthew Smith, Ph.D., M.S.W., M.P.E.,
L.C.S.W.

ACMH Parent Leadership Camp Series — Session 2

FREE ONLINE Conflict Management in Special Education
Workshop

The After I'm Gone Program- Beyond Group Homes

The Transition Years: Autism Careqgiver and Student Intensive
Virtual Workshop

Family Event to Meijer Gardens

CMHLS — Autism Spectrum Disorder Learning Series
Watch Me Grow

FALCONERS May 2021 Event

Building Parent Leadership Skills In Early Childhood

Financial Literacy Series

Summer Fun Kayaking & Paddle Boarding
Watch Me Grow

The After I'm Gone Program- Your Rights when receiving Mental
Health Services
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https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/building-parent-leadership-skills-in-early-childhood/2021-05-10/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/michigan-family-summit/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/watch-me-grow-5/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/grand-rounds-matthew-smith-ph-d-m-s-w-m-p-e-l-c-s-w/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/acmh-parent-leadership-camp-series-session-2/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/free-online-conflict-management-in-special-education-workshop/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/the-after-im-gone-program/2021-05-13/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/the-transition-years-autism-caregiver-and-student-intensive-virtual-workshop-3/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/family-event-to-meijer-gardens/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/cmhls-autism-spectrum-disorder-learning-series/2021-05-19/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/watch-me-grow-6/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/falconers-may-2021-event/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/building-parent-leadership-skills-in-early-childhood/2021-05-24/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/financial-literacy-series/2021-05-25/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/summer-fun-kayaking-paddle-boarding/2021-05-26/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/watch-me-grow-4/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/the-after-im-gone-program/2021-05-27/

iy Judson Center
FAMILY HEALTH

COVID-19 VACCINE CLINIC

APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE FOR PEOPLE 18 YEARS OF
AGE AND OLDER TO RECEIVE THE FIRST DOSE OF THE
MODERNA COVID-19 VACCINE

MONDAY

Vaccines will be administered at
Warren Seventh-Day Adventist Church
12100 Thirteen Mile Rd. Warren, MI 48093

TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT VISIT:

\'/

&“ judsoncenter.org/vaccine

Appointment times are made available each Saturday

Appointments encouraged. Walk-ins are welcome. An appointment for your second dose
of vaccine will be scheduled 28 days from this appointment at the same time and location
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tupbound

AT WORK

Powered by Autism Alliance of Michigan

Upbound at Work, a fully-integrated program within the Autism Alliance of
Michigan, leads and supports disability-employment initiatives throughout the
State of Michigan. Contact Upbound at Work to receive additional information.

248.590.2773
upbound@aaomi.org
upboundatwork.com
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