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AAoM: Tell us about the library’s efforts to include children with special
needs.

Jen: In an effort to reach out to and welcome youth with disabilities and their
families, the Bloomfield Township Public Library offers a multi-media collection of
multisensory materials to encourage cognitive, motor, visual, auditory, and social
development. Our Special Needs Collection was developed in collaboration with
special education teachers and occupational therapists in our community over ten
years ago. In addition, we are offering "After-hours” sensory friendly events,
including an ArtABILITY event and a biennial Adaptive Umbrella workshop for
librarians across the state working with the disability community.

For More Information Please Visit AAoMI.org



https://btpl.org/youth/special-needs/

AAoM: As you observe children with autism or other special needs engaging
with library materials, is there anything in particular that they appear to enjoy
most?

Jen: When observing children with autism and other special needs at the library,
kids really enjoy the sensory engaging activities in story time, experiencing a story
hands-on with their caregiver while playing with one of our story boxes, and little
ones with mobility or visual disabilities exploring play in our adaptive and inclusive
weekly Wee ALL Play program.

AAoM: Times are changing and we are often competing with screens to
access the attention of children. Has that impacted the library, your
programming, or your approach?

Jen: We encourage caregiver and child interaction with screens together, exploring
Apps together on our Literacy Station iPads or as an element in programs. Apps
may be used as another tool to help develop literacy or can also be a great accessi-
ble alternative. eBooks offer quite a few accessibility options, such as enlarging font
size, adjusting backlighting to create a higher contrast for people with low vision, or
people with dyslexia using the dyslexia font option.

Developing Early Literacy Skills in Children with ASD

Contributed by Hetal Patel, M.A., CCC-SLP, Communication Specialist

Early literacy skills play a key role in reading development and are the blueprints for
later reading success. Early reading skills are targeted during the toddler and
preschool years. Like all issues facing children on the autism spectrum, reactions to
reading may widely vary. Some children may discover technological devices, or
fixate on other toys or objects, and become resistant to traditional books. Other
children may quickly acquire reading acuity, however, lag in reading comprehension
or translation of written information to their real world around them. Yet others
may simply struggle with the fact that reading requires sustained attention and
sitting still. Developing literacy should incorporate everyday activities and routines,
conversations, story-telling and play-based fun.

Visiting Early Literacy Skills

* Alphabet Knowledge: Knowing that each letter is different and
represent different sounds.

* Print Knowledge: Understanding that print has meaning as well as
afunction, and that the words and pictures in a book tell a story.

For More Information Please Visit AAoMI.org ﬁ



* Phonological Awareness: A broad term that refers to identification
and manipulation of words, sounds, syllables and rhymes.

 Narrative Skills: Being able to talk about an event that has happened,
or retelling a story, with appropriate detail and order.

« Vocabulary Skill: Knowledge and use of a variety of different words.

* Print Motivation: Finding enjoyment and interests in books and print.

Activities to Promote Literacy

* Model it: Demonstrate holding and opening a book, turning pages
and using fingers as a guide when reading to show print goes from left
to right.

+ Make a List: Make a grocery list together by writing out item names or
cutting pictures out of an advertisement. At the grocery store, mark
things off the list as you find them.

- Signs for the Home: Together make different signs for the house.

For example, “Joe’s Room”, which helps in understanding that print has
meaning. Remember that scribbling is okay!

* Point it Out: Show how print is a part of everyday actives, such as the
letters and pictures on a cereal box, a billboard along the road as well
as name tags and personal items.

* Pause it: When watching TV, pause and ask questions about what
happened or what will happen; ask what they liked most about a
favorite character. This a great way to check in on a child’s
understanding.

* Rock it Out: Listen to or sing the ABC's, nursery rhymes or the latest hit
on the radio. Songs are a great way to develop new vocabulary,
listening skills and get some movement going as well.

- Get Crafty: Pre-writing skills can be easily targeted while drawing or
making a craft together.

- Change it Up: Read a variety of nonfiction and fiction books to
increase knowledge of different words.

+ Make it Up: Look at wordless picture books together; look at the
pictures and create a story to go along with the pictures.

+ Make it Interactive: Pick “lift and learn” or “touch and feel” books to
hold a child’s attention, if needed.

« Make it an Outing: Attend a local story time in the community.
Libraries and bookstores have weekly story times.

For More Information Please Visit AAoMI.org ﬁ



« Special Interests: If a child has an interest in the planets and reads
50 books about the planets, that’s okay...they read 50 books!

* Read, Read and Read Some More! Read every day. Set a routine
that includes reading, such as reading before bed. And it’s okay to

read the same book over and again!

I Opened A Book

“l opened a book and in | strode. Now nobody can find me.

I've left my chair, my house, my road, my town and my world behind me.

I'm wearing the cloak, I've slipped on the ring, I've swallowed the magic potion.

I've fought with a dragon, dined with a king and dived in a bottomless ocean.
| opened a book and made some friends. | shared their tears and laughter
And followed their road with its bumps and bends to the happily ever after.
| finished my book and out | came. The cloak can no longer hide me.

My chair and house are just the same, but | have a book inside me.”

~Julia Donaldson

Apps and Websites for Literacy!

Contributed by Monica Puente-Tabila, M.A., CCC-SLP, Be Heard Communications
Early Literacy

Apps
- Lively Letters ($29.99): letter/sound correspondence,

segmenting/blending sounds
- Abitalk Phonics Apps ($3.99 each): letter/sound
correspondence, segmenting/blending sounds, word families,

spelling
« PBS Phonics Fair ($3.99): phonics, word families, letter sound

correspondence

For More Information Please Visit AAoMI.org



- Starfall Learn to Read ($0.00): Short vowels, long vowels,
phonics and chunking

- Starfall ($0.00): letter/sound correspondence, adapted text to
speech books

- Bob Books #1 Reading Magic ($2.99): letter sound
correspondence

School Age Literacy

Apps
- Bob Books #2 Reading Magic ($2.99): spelling, repetition,
phonics, text to speech
- Poplet ($4.99): brainstorming with text, images, video
- American Word Speller ($1.99): look up words how they
sound, not how they are spelled

- Dyslexia Toolbox ($4.99): word prediction, digital overlays,
digital document reader

Websites
- Starfall: letter/sound correspondence, sight words, text to
speech books

- Reading A-Z ($109.95): leveled reading printable books and
worksheets

Adult Learners

Apps
- Building a Strong Vocabulary ($0.00): vocabulary
development and reading comprehension
- Teen & Adult Phonics Library ($0.99): decodable texts for
older emergent readers, custom settings for dyslexia, autism,
and ADHD
- Vocabulary.com ($2.99): vocabulary development

- Teen and Adult Phonics Library ($0.99): fully decodable and
leveled books

Websites
« We Can All Read: phonics

- Skills Workshop: segmenting/blending sounds, dolch words,
functional literacy, grammar, higher level language skills

For More Information Please Visit AAoMI.org ﬁ



https://weallcanread.com/phonics-for-adults/
https://www.skillsworkshop.org/
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** For more information on any of these events, please contact the MiNavigator line at 877-463-2266.

AutlsmAlllance
Michigan

CELEBRATING

10 YEARS

Saturday April 13, 2019 | MotorCity Casino Hotel | 2901 Grand River Ave. Detroit, Ml 48201

Purchase Tickets at AAoMGala.org or 248.590.2766

For More Information Please Visit AAoMI.org

1z


http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/pre-employment-skills-training-for-adults-with-asd/all/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/pre-employment-skills-training-for-adults-with-asd/all/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/pre-employment-skills-training-for-adults-with-asd/all/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/pre-employment-skills-training-for-adults-with-asd/all/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/dwmha-ecls-lets-talk-development-birth-to-six-years-old/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/dwmha-ecls-lets-talk-development-birth-to-six-years-old/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/dwmha-ecls-lets-talk-development-birth-to-six-years-old/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/dwmha-ecls-lets-talk-development-birth-to-six-years-old/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/dwmha-ecls-lets-talk-development-birth-to-six-years-old/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/hands-on-learning-minor-home-improvements-3/all/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/hands-on-learning-minor-home-improvements-3/all/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/hands-on-learning-minor-home-improvements-3/all/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/hands-on-learning-minor-home-improvements-3/all/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/stanton-iep-webinar-series/2019-04-04/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/stanton-iep-webinar-series/2019-04-04/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/dnom-living-well-michigan-workshop/2019-04-04/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/dnom-living-well-michigan-workshop/2019-04-04/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/dnom-living-well-michigan-workshop/2019-04-04/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/living-with-autism-workshop/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/living-with-autism-workshop/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/up-early-childhood-conference-2019/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/up-early-childhood-conference-2019/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/up-early-childhood-conference-2019/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/up-early-childhood-conference-2019/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/celebration-cinema-sensory-showtimes/2019-04-06/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/celebration-cinema-sensory-showtimes/2019-04-06/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/celebration-cinema-sensory-showtimes/2019-04-06/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/celebration-cinema-sensory-showtimes/2019-04-06/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/celebration-cinema-sensory-showtimes/2019-04-06/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/celebration-cinema-sensory-showtimes/2019-04-06/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/celebration-cinema-sensory-showtimes/2019-04-06/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/detroit-pistons-autism-awareness-night/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/detroit-pistons-autism-awareness-night/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/detroit-pistons-autism-awareness-night/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/calming-bunny/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/calming-bunny/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/calming-bunny/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/harbor-oaks-open-house/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/harbor-oaks-open-house/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/harbor-oaks-open-house/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/harbor-oaks-open-house/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/self-determination-training/2019-04-09/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/self-determination-training/2019-04-09/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/self-determination-training/2019-04-09/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/self-determination-training/2019-04-09/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/parent-engagement-project-wrap-up/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/parent-engagement-project-wrap-up/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/parent-engagement-project-wrap-up/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/2019-autism-conference/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/2019-autism-conference/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/2019-autism-conference/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/2019-miaeyc-annual-early-childhood-conference/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/2019-miaeyc-annual-early-childhood-conference/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/2019-miaeyc-annual-early-childhood-conference/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/2019-miaeyc-annual-early-childhood-conference/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/autism-centers-of-mi-grand-opening-lansing-location/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/autism-centers-of-mi-grand-opening-lansing-location/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/autism-centers-of-mi-grand-opening-lansing-location/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/the-fowler-center-weekend-respite-camps-adult-ages-21/2019-04-12/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/the-fowler-center-weekend-respite-camps-adult-ages-21/2019-04-12/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/the-fowler-center-weekend-respite-camps-adult-ages-21/2019-04-12/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/the-fowler-center-weekend-respite-camps-adult-ages-21/2019-04-12/
https://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/on-board-with-autism/
https://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/on-board-with-autism/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/gala/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/gala/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/gala/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/gala/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/gala/
https://autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/gala/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/intelligent-lives-screening/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/intelligent-lives-screening/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/intelligent-lives-screening/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/sensory-friendly-skate-nights/2019-04-15/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/sensory-friendly-skate-nights/2019-04-15/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/sensory-friendly-skate-nights/2019-04-15/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/rethinking-guardianship-facilitating-lifelong-self-determination/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/rethinking-guardianship-facilitating-lifelong-self-determination/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/rethinking-guardianship-facilitating-lifelong-self-determination/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/disability-network-parent-network-winter-workshop-series/2019-04-17/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/disability-network-parent-network-winter-workshop-series/2019-04-17/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/disability-network-parent-network-winter-workshop-series/2019-04-17/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/disability-network-parent-network-winter-workshop-series/2019-04-17/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/stanton-iep-webinar-series/2019-04-18/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/stanton-iep-webinar-series/2019-04-18/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/stanton-iep-webinar-series/2019-04-18/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/stanton-iep-webinar-series/2019-04-18/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/policing-autism/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/policing-autism/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/sibshops-warren/all/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/sibshops-warren/all/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/hope-for-autism-foundation-7-th-annual-bowl-a-thon/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/hope-for-autism-foundation-7-th-annual-bowl-a-thon/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/hope-for-autism-foundation-7-th-annual-bowl-a-thon/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/hope-for-autism-foundation-7-th-annual-bowl-a-thon/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/hope-for-autism-foundation-7-th-annual-bowl-a-thon/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/abrams-planetarium-sensory-friendly-show/2019-04-21/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/abrams-planetarium-sensory-friendly-show/2019-04-21/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/abrams-planetarium-sensory-friendly-show/2019-04-21/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/abrams-planetarium-sensory-friendly-show/2019-04-21/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/abrams-planetarium-sensory-friendly-show/2019-04-21/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/fowler-center-travel-adventure-program/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/fowler-center-travel-adventure-program/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/fowler-center-travel-adventure-program/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/fowler-center-travel-adventure-program/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/leelanau-state-park-autism-awareness-month/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/leelanau-state-park-autism-awareness-month/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/leelanau-state-park-autism-awareness-month/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/leelanau-state-park-autism-awareness-month/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/intelligent-lives-screening/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/intelligent-lives-screening/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/intelligent-lives-screening/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/the-after-im-gone-program-2/2019-04-25/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/the-after-im-gone-program-2/2019-04-25/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/2019-blue-bridge-walk-for-autism-and-sensory-friendly-museum-night/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/2019-blue-bridge-walk-for-autism-and-sensory-friendly-museum-night/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/2019-blue-bridge-walk-for-autism-and-sensory-friendly-museum-night/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/2019-blue-bridge-walk-for-autism-and-sensory-friendly-museum-night/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/2019-blue-bridge-walk-for-autism-and-sensory-friendly-museum-night/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/the-fowler-center-weekend-respite-camps-youth-ages-6-26/2019-04-26/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/the-fowler-center-weekend-respite-camps-youth-ages-6-26/2019-04-26/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/the-fowler-center-weekend-respite-camps-youth-ages-6-26/2019-04-26/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/the-fowler-center-weekend-respite-camps-youth-ages-6-26/2019-04-26/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/falconers-party-for-the-planet-2/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/falconers-party-for-the-planet-2/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/falconers-party-for-the-planet-2/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/bowl-for-extraordinary-ventures-michigan/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/bowl-for-extraordinary-ventures-michigan/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/bowl-for-extraordinary-ventures-michigan/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/bowl-for-extraordinary-ventures-michigan/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/sensory-friendly-junie-b-jones/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/sensory-friendly-junie-b-jones/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/18th-annual-start-conference/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/18th-annual-start-conference/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/18th-annual-start-conference/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/18th-annual-start-conference/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/is-it-sensory-or-is-it-behavior/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/is-it-sensory-or-is-it-behavior/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/is-it-sensory-or-is-it-behavior/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/language-acquisition-through-motor-planning-lamp-4/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/language-acquisition-through-motor-planning-lamp-4/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/language-acquisition-through-motor-planning-lamp-4/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/language-acquisition-through-motor-planning-lamp-4/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/language-acquisition-through-motor-planning-lamp-4/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/wee-all-play/2019-04-03/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/wee-all-play/2019-04-03/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/breaking-down-the-barriers-of-autism/2019-04-15/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/breaking-down-the-barriers-of-autism/2019-04-15/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/breaking-down-the-barriers-of-autism/2019-04-15/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/breaking-down-the-barriers-of-autism/2019-04-15/
http://navigator.autismallianceofmichigan.org/event/intelligent-lives-screening/

