
 

 
30100 Telegraph Road Ste 250 

Bingham Farms, MI 48025 
 

Office: 877.463.2266 
Email: Info@aaomi.org 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                Contact: Heather Eckner 
January 26, 2021                        AAoM (734) 646-4114 
              heather.eckner@aaomi.org 
  

 

 
The purpose of the Special Education Coalition of Michigan is to improve access to educational 

opportunities and to improve experiences and outcomes for all students, with particular 
emphasis on students with disabilities. 

 

 

Special Education Coalition of Michigan 

announces support for increased Special Education 

school funding in the Michigan COVID Recovery Plan 

 
 
Bingham Farms – The Special Education Coalition of Michigan led by the Autism Alliance of 

Michigan (AAoM) supports Governor Whitmer’s Michigan COVID Recovery Plan, which includes 

a significant portion dedicated to school funding, with specific attention identified to address the 

needs of students with disabilities for special education supports and services.  

“We commend the Governor for her commitment to all Michigan students. The additional 

funding she has recommended to address the unique needs of those with learning challenges is 

critical, especially given the barriers and learning loss incurred by so many during COVID” said 

Heather Eckner, Director of Statewide Education Initiatives for AAoM.  

Originally created and launched by the Autism Alliance of Michigan, our Coalition is comprised 

of the top leaders for policy and administration for Special Education in the state of Michigan. 

We represent a powerful group of advocates for students with disabilities, inclusive of all 

disabilities and learning challenges, who come from diverse backgrounds and areas of 

expertise, all with the common goal of assuring students with disabilities receive the education 

they require so they have the very best opportunity for success upon leaving school. 

While we address a variety of issues through our efforts, our top two priorities identified for this 
school year are: 
 

• Increasing equitable school funding at the state and federal level; and 

• Addressing learning loss for students with disabilities due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

 
Governor Whitmer’s Michigan COVID Recovery Plan proposal directly meets the top priorities 
our Coalition has identified. 
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Amid this unprecedented health crisis in our nation and state, it is clear some of those most 
impacted are our most vulnerable students, including students with disabilities. Students with 
Disabilities need more support to assure they will flourish in this drastically changed 
environment. 
 
“The Governor’s announcement for more school funding will help schools provide additional 
service to students as they address learning loss during the past year, and will also help with 
other COVID related new costs they have incurred” said Wayne RESA Superintendent Dr. 
Randy Liepa. 
 
Taking bipartisan action on the Governor’s Michigan COVID Recovery Plan proposal will allow 

our school systems to meet the needs of students in helping them get back on track through the 

provision of in-person learning opportunities. Our students are counting on State leadership, 

including our members of the Michigan Legislature.  

 
On behalf of the thousands of students with disabilities in our state and their families, we look 
forward to continued advocacy ensuring access to opportunities and improving outcomes so all 
students have equitable opportunities to succeed.  
 
Sincerely,  
Special Education Coalition of Michigan and Autism Alliance of MI 
 
as the undersigned individual representatives 
 
 
/S/ Colleen Allen, Ph.D.    
CEO, Autism Alliance of Michigan (AAoM) 

/S/ Heather Eckner 
Statewide Director of Education Initiatives, AAoM 

 

 

/S/ Dave Meador     /S/ Ron Fournier   
Vice Chairman, DTE Energy    President, Truscott Rossman 
AAoM Board Chair     AAoM Vice Chair 

 
 
/S/ Brian Calley     /S/ Michelle Fectaeu 
Former Lieutenant Governor    Former member, State Board of Education 
President, Small Business Administration   AAoM Board member 
AAoM Board member   
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/S/ Scott Koenigsknecht, Ph.D. 
Deputy Superintendent, Michigan Department of 
Education (MDE) 

/S/ Randy Liepa, Ph.D.  
Superintendent, Wayne RESA

 
/S/ Lohren Nzoma     /S/ Justin Michalak   
Assistant Superintendent of Exceptional Student Education Assistant Superintendent, Special Education & 
Detroit Public School Community District (DPSCD)  Student Services, Macomb Intermediate School 
       District (MISD) 
       Governor’s Return to Learn Advisory Council  
     

 
/S/ Sheryl Kennedy, Ph.D.    /S/ Melody Arabo 
Former Representative, Michigan House   2015 Michigan Teacher of the Year 
of Representatives, 48th District    U.S. Dept. of Education Teacher Ambassador Fellow 
  

 
/S/ Kanika Littleton     /S/ Michelle Driscoll  
Director, Michigan Alliance for Families (MAF)  Policy Coordinator, Michigan Alliance for Families  

 
 
/S/ Michele Corey     /S/ Kristin Totten 
Vice President for Programs, Michigan’s Children  Education Attorney 
        

 
/S/ Paula Herbart     /S/ David Hecker 
President, Michigan Education Association (MEA)  President, American Federation of Teachers (AFT) 
Steering Committee Co-Chair, LAUNCH Michigan 
 
 
/S/ Chandra Madafferi    /S/ Abby Cypher  
Vice President, Michigan Education Association (MEA) Executive Director, Michigan Association of 
       Administrators of Special Education (MAASE) 
 
 

/S/ Rachel Fuerer     /S/ Alexis Boyden  
Director of Special Education, Eastern Upper Peninsula ISD Education Consultant, 
Director, Special Education Instructional Leadership Network Creative Advocacy Solutions for Education 
(SEILN) for Michigan Association of Intermediate School  
Administrators (MAISA)  
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/S/ Sally Burton-Hoyle, Ph.D.   /S/ Susan L. Gabel, Ph.D. 
Professor, Special Education, Eastern Michigan University Professor, Inclusive Education, Wayne State  
Faculty Advisor, College Supports Program    University 
Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee (IACC) 

 
 
/S/ Sharon Milberger, Sc.D.    /S/ Amy Peckinpaugh 
Director, Michigan Developmental Disabilities  Research Assistant, Michigan Developmental  
Institute (MI-DDI)      Disabilities Institute (MI-DDI) 
Co-director, Michigan Leadership Education in  
Neurodevelopmental Disabilities (MI-LEND) 

 
 
/S/ Brian Gutman     /S/ David Moss 
Director External Relations,    Associate Professor, Disabilities Clinic, 
The Education Trust-Midwest    Wayne State University Law School 

 
 
/S/ Debra Chopp     /S/ Jason Cowin 
Director, Pediatric Advocacy Clinic,    Supervising Attorney, Pediatric Advocacy Clinic  
University of Michigan Law School    University of Michigan Law School 

 
 
/S/ Michelle DeJaeger    /S/ Liz Bauer 
Executive Director for Exceptional Student Education  Founder & Former Executive Director Michigan  
Detroit Public Schools Community District (DPSCD)  Protection & Advocacy Service 
       Former member, State Board of Education 

 
 
/S/ Cassie Theirfelder    /S/ Lyn Beekman 
Advocacy and Government Relations Manager,   Special Education Solutions, LLC 
United Way of Southeastern Michigan 
 
     

/S/ Laura Athens     /S/ John Brower 
Laura A. Athens, Attorney and Mediator, PLC  John F. Brower Law Office 
Education Attorney     Education Attorney 
AAoM Board member      AAoM legal consultant 

 
 
/S/ Elizabeth Abdnour    /S/ Christine Piatkowski 
Elizabeth Abdnour Law, PLLC     Law Office of Christine Piatkowski, P.L.C.  
Education Attorney     Education Attorney 
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/S/ Peri Stone-Palmquist    /S/ Jacquelyn Babinski 
Executive Director,     Jacquelyn N. Babinski, Esq., PLLC  
Student Advocacy Center of Michigan   Education Attorney 
 
 

/S/ Trina Tocco     /S/ LaKeya Martin 
Community Organizer,     Education Advocate,  
Student Advocacy Center of Michigan   Student Advocacy Center of Michigan 

  
 
/S/ Susan Schmidt 
Dyslexia Legislative Taskforce     
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